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them themselves, have been sufficiently assessed. Such
countries have been obliged to transfer the land to the
hands of those who cultivate it, and especially to favour
the grant of rural holdings to agricultural labourers.
Would it be desirable to replace the owners of great
estates by consumers' co-operative societies ? The workers
and staff of such estates would remain wage-earners and,
as Charles Gide observed in his lectures on agricultural
co-operative association, given at the College de France,
"they will put no more heart into their work than the
labourers on private estates."
More, the apostle of co-operation, who wished to do
away with the proletariat, to make private property
accessible to all and to reduce capital to the position of
a servant, was naturally led to an appreciation of the
results obtained by various agricultural co-operative
organisations: Agricultural credit societies, which form
the most numerous category of co-operative societies
throughout the world, and which in our own country
during a period of twenty years have made it possible
for nearly 80,000 agricultural workers (of whom 25,000
were disabled ex-servicemen) to acquire a rural small-
holding; marketing societies; societies for the manufacture
of agricultural products; co-operative farming societies.
Charles Gide, like Albert Thomas, recognised that in
the present state of agricultural production it was better
to secure understandings and direct exchanges between
agricultural societies and consumers* societies.
At the Congress of Consumers' Co-operative Societies
held at Nancy i:p. 1925, he said: "I can bear witness that
I have always thought that consumers* co-operative
societies could not do without the help of agricultural
societies.*'
It is true that he did not minimise the practical diffi-
culties of an understanding between the two parties.
Producers and consumers are agreed on the necessity of
suppressing the parasitic exactions of the middleman;
but the first, he used to say, wished to suppress him by
increasing the selling price, while the second hoped to